Training of non-professional health workers in a simple technique of developmental screening of infants and young children.
Twenty Anganwadi Workers were trained for developmental screening of infants and young children (6 weeks to 2 yrs) and their results compared with that of a trained medical practitioner. The screening tool used was the Woodside System of screening. A reference test (Gesell's Developmental Schedules) was given to 56.5% of the sample. The tester/tester reliability worked out on 50% of the testers was comparable. The results of the tester/author reliability worked out on 150 children were statistically comparable. A high level of proficiency of the workers was retained throughout the study through constant supervision and cross check by the author. The successful training of insufficiently used paramedical manpower for decreasing cost of medical care and improving utilization of the health delivery system is highlighted.